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Back to Basics
2026 GLAA Questionnaire 
The following questions are based on Back to Basics: GLAA Policy Brief 2026. If you have questions about the issues raised in the questionnaire, please seek the brief for guidance and clarification. 
Please give more than a simple "yes" or "no" response to our questions — though you should begin with a "yes" or "no." The depth and completeness of your answers play a major role in determining your final rating. 
Your record is part of your rating. Please list any actions that you have taken that may help illustrate your record on behalf of LGBTQ people–particularly actions that relate to the topics in recent GLAA policy briefs. Feel free to link relevant documents such as letters to the editor, legislative testimony, campaign literature, etc. Assume that GLAA is unfamiliar with your record. 
1. Fight for Home Rule. To protect DC’s LGBTQ+ communities, will you oppose every single effort to infringe on DC’s autonomy? 

DC residents deserve full self-determination, and I will oppose every effort to undermine the District’s autonomy, whether through congressional interference in our locally passed laws, attacks on our budget authority, or attempts to override the will of DC voters. Home Rule is a matter of democracy and dignity, and it is especially important for protecting LGBTQ+ residents, who rely on the District’s ability to enact and defend inclusive policies without outside political agendas.

I know that when DC’s autonomy is threatened, marginalized communities are often among the first to feel the harm. Our city must be free to govern itself, protect civil rights, fund essential services, and respond to community needs. I will stand firmly against efforts to weaken Home Rule and will fight for full equality, representation, and self-government for residents of the District of Columbia.
2. Stop Enabling Federal Overreach. Will you refuse to cooperate with the Federal Government in its undemocratic use of power, including the authoritarian deployment of National Guard troops? 
I strongly support DC home rule and believe the District must be free from federal interference that undermines civil liberties—especially when it threatens LGBTQ+ residents and other marginalized communities. I am committed to opposing and refuse to cooperate with any undemocratic federal actions, including the politically motivated deployment of National Guard troops in the DC.
As a longtime organizer, my goal is to always ensure that public safety decisions are locally accountable, equitable, and rooted in community trust. I consider myself and Ally and will stand “10 toes down” when it comes to the protection of LGBTQ+ people, PERIOD, and support lawful coordination only when it clearly protects the rights, safety, and dignity of DC residents.
3. Invest in a Just Legal System. To support LGBTQ+ people involved in the legal system, do you support limiting pre-trial detention at a minimum to the evidence-based laws in place before 2023 and investing more resources into civil legal help? 
Supporting limited pre-trial detention to evidence-based standards and investing in civil legal services to ensure a more just and equitable legal system—especially for LGBTQ+ residents, who are disproportionately impacted by over-policing, detention, and barriers to legal support is a must. No one should be held pre-trial simply because they cannot afford to pay. Expanding access to civil legal help is essential to protecting housing, employment, and family stability for LGBTQ+ individuals.
For more than 20 years, I have worked alongside impacted communities to advance equity-focused policies and connect residents to critical services. In my current position, I have and will continue to support efforts to expand access to resources and opportunities for underserved communities, reinforcing my commitment to fair systems that prioritize dignity and due process.
As the next At-large Councilwoman for the DC Council, I will champion policies that reduce unnecessary pre-trial detention, strengthen public defense and civil legal aid, and ensure LGBTQ+ residents—particularly transgender people and LGBTQ+ people of color—have equitable access to justice.
4. Safe and Warm Homes. In light of the disproportionate representation of LGBTQ+ among people
without stable housing, do you support strengthening and enforcing the existing laws and investing the District’s resources to end homelessness in DC?
I strongly support strengthening and enforcing DC’s housing protections and investing the resources needed to end homelessness—especially for LGBTQ+ residents, who are disproportionately impacted. I will prioritize a housing-first approach, expand access to safe, affirming shelter, and hold providers accountable for culturally competent, non-discriminatory care.
I will push for increased investment in permanent supportive housing and rental assistance to ensure long-term stability. Every LGBTQ+ resident—particularly youth, transgender people, and LGBTQ+ people of color—should have access to a safe, stable, and affirming home.
5. Abundant and Nutritious Food. Do you support increasing the nutrition assistance program benefits to fill the gap created by the federal government?  
Increasing local nutrition assistance to close gaps left by federal programs ensures that no DC resident goes hungry—especially LGBTQ+ people, who face higher rates of food insecurity due to discrimination and economic inequities.
I will prioritize strengthening SNAP supplements and other local food access programs, with targeted outreach to LGBTQ+ residents, including youth, seniors, and transgender people. Food security is a basic right, and I am committed to advancing equitable, inclusive policies that ensure all residents can access nutritious, affordable food.
6. Power to the People. Do you commit to providing economic relief to DC’s LGBTQ+ residents and businesses by investing in energy and water infrastructure that prioritizes the people of DC over corporate profits? 
Providing economic relief by investing in energy and water infrastructure that puts DC residents—especially LGBTQ+ communities—over corporate profits is a must. WE MUST find balance. The rising utility costs disproportionately impact LGBTQ+ residents, particularly low-income households, seniors, and transgender people.
If we are going to survive the energy crisis we are facing due to the intrusion of data centers, beyond everyday use, we must fortify utility assistance programs, advance equitable clean energy investments such as solar power, and strengthen oversight to ensure affordability and accountability. I am committed to building a more sustainable system that lowers costs, protects vulnerable communities, and ensures LGBTQ+ residents and businesses can thrive through legislation and synergistic public-private partnerships. 
7. Health Care is Human Right. Will you use every tool within your power to ensure transgender
youth and adults have access to healthcare in DC? 
Health care is a human right, and I will use every tool available to ensure transgender youth and adults have access to comprehensive, affirming care in DC. I will defend and work to expand coverage for gender-affirming services, protect providers and patients from political interference, and ensure DC remains a safe space for trans people seeking care.
Over the last 20 years, I have worked to expand access to health services for communities lacking resources and sustainable infrastructure, and to advance equity-focused policies. While in my capacity working for the Governor of Maryland, I supported and will continue efforts to improve health access and affordability, with a focus on underserved populations, when I become the next At-Large Councilmember.
Amongst my top priorities will be funding for community-based providers, strengthening nondiscrimination protections, and ensuring culturally competent care. I am committed to making DC a national leader in protecting the health, dignity, and autonomy of transgender residents.
8. Health Care is a Smart Investment. Do you commit to opposing cuts to the Health Care Alliance and Medicaid health insurance programs to balance DC’s budget? 
I strongly oppose any reductions to the Health Care Alliance and Medicaid. Healthcare is a fundamental human right, and for LGBTQ+ residents—particularly transgender individuals and LGBTQ+ people of color—it often constitutes the difference between stability and crisis. It is unacceptable to balance the budget at the expense of those who already encounter significant barriers to accessing care.
I have spent 20 years working to expand access to essential services and reduce inequities in underserved communities. I support efforts to connect residents to critical health and human services, reinforcing the commitment to equitable, community-centered care.
On the DC Council, I will fight to protect and strengthen the Health Care Alliance and Medicaid, ensuring LGBTQ+ residents have access to affirming, comprehensive, and affordable care—without compromise.
9. Access to Public Benefits. Do you commit to creating the most accessible system for program beneficiaries possible to minimize LGBTQ+ people not being able to access benefits due to bureaucracy?  
Constructing the most accessible, user-centered public benefits system to prevent LGBTQ+ residents from being excluded by bureaucracy is imperative. I will pursue legislative solutions and collaborate with the necessary agencies throughout the rulemaking process to streamline applications and renewals, enhance language access and community-based navigation, modernize digital systems, and reinforce accountability to guarantee that agencies provide timely and respectful service.
In Maryland, through my work with Governor Moore, I have advanced more responsive, equitable service delivery—partnering with agencies and community organizations to reduce barriers, improve outreach, and ensure programs reach those most impacted. As a longtime organizer, I have supported residents in navigating complex systems and advocated for reforms that center dignity and access.
Through legislation, engaging in rule-making, and advisory task forces, I am committed to making DC’s benefits system simple, inclusive, and affirming—so LGBTQ+ people, especially transgender residents and LGBTQ+ people of color, can access the support they need without unnecessary hurdles.
Fight Crime at the Source. Do you support decriminalizing sex work and making better investments in violence prevention activities? 
I support decriminalizing sex work and investing in evidence-based violence prevention, recognizing that criminalization disproportionately harms LGBTQ+ people—especially transgender women of color—by increasing vulnerability to violence and limiting access to services.
With over twenty years of organizing experience, I have collaborated with community-based organizations to broaden access to housing, public benefits, and culturally competent services for marginalized populations. In my current position within Wes Moore’s administration, I have facilitated efforts to link residents to resources and promoted equity-focused policies aimed at addressing the fundamental causes of instability.
We’ve got to prioritize investments in violence interruption, mental health care, and economic opportunity, advancing a public health approach that reduces harm and improves safety for LGBTQ+ communities.
And I am wholeheartedly committed to policies that reduce harm, protect human rights, and improve safety for LGBTQ+ communities.
Please return your questionnaire responses in PDF format by 11:59pm ET on Friday, April 24 to equal@glaa.org.
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