
Back to Basics  

2026 GLAA Questionnaire  

The following questions are based on Back to Basics: GLAA Policy Brief 2026. If you have 
questions about the issues raised in the questionnaire, please seek the brief for guidance and 
clarification.  

Please give more than a simple "yes" or "no" response to our questions — though you should 
begin with a "yes" or "no." The depth and completeness of your answers play a major role in 
determining your final rating.  

Your record is part of your rating. Please list any actions that you have taken that may help 
illustrate your record on behalf of LGBTQ people–particularly actions that relate to the topics in 
recent GLAA policy briefs. Feel free to link relevant documents such as letters to the editor, 
legislative testimony, campaign literature, etc. Assume that GLAA is unfamiliar with your record.  

1. Fight for Home Rule. To protect DC’s LGBTQ+ communities, will you oppose every 
single effort to infringe on DC’s autonomy?  

Yes. We are witnessing nothing short of an assault on DC's democracy and autonomy. These 

actions are completely unacceptable, unnecessary, costly, and unconstitutional. They represent 

creeping fascism that threatens not just DC residents' ability to govern ourselves, but the safety, 

dignity, and fundamental rights of our most vulnerable neighbors. Congress and President Trump 

have not only interfered broadly in our local laws and budget, but has also specifically targeted 

our LGBTQIA+ community. This is especially alarming given that Home Rule made possible 

landmark protections like the DC Human Rights Act of 1977, one of the earliest laws in the 

country to prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation. Weakening Home Rule is a direct 

threat to that legacy and to the District’s ability to continue leading on LGBTQIA+ rights. Today, 



we are seeing that threat play out in real time from attempts to defund, undermine and scrutinize 

the work of the Office of LGBTQ Affairs, to attacking major cultural and economic initiatives like 

WorldPride, to questioning and threatening programs like our Trans Workforce Program and the 

Black LGBTQ History Report. At the same time, Congress has moved to gut DC’s own locally 

raised budget, stripping resources that fund critical health and human services that LGBTQIA+ 

residents rely on.  

As an ANC1E Commissioner I voted consistently in support of Statehood and in opposition to 

federal overreach. That included (1) opposition to Congressional interference with 16 bills to roll 

back DC laws and (2) support for the swift adoption of the DC budget without Congressional 

interference as well as (3) resolutions affirming Sanctuary City status. On a personal note, 

joining Statehood actions with Free DC has been a particularly meaningful way to be in 

community with other Ward 1 residents. During this ANC meeting, I brought Free DC to our 

meeting for residents to learn about their resources and know their rights. I am proud to have 

joined the Free DC Ward 1 Team to assist the group with public awareness and outreach 

throughout our ward.  

As Councilmember I will advocate for dedicating DC government resources to legal challenges 
against unconstitutional federal actions. The Office of the Attorney General should be filing 
lawsuits challenging every significant federal overreach—from budget blocks to forced 
cooperation with immigration enforcement to violations of the Home Rule Act. I will use my 
budget powers to ensure the OAG has adequate resources for this litigation.  Attorney General 
Brian Schwalb has already filed multiple lawsuits challenging Trump administration overreach, 
including suits against the attempted federal takeover of MPD and the deployment of National 
Guard troops in the District, which he has described as an illegal "military occupation." His 
office has argued that these federal actions violate the Home Rule Act and represent "the gravest 
threat to Home Rule that the District has ever faced." As Councilmember, I will ensure that the 
OAG has robust budget allocations to continue and expand this critical litigation, recognizing 
that legal challenges are one of our most powerful tools for protecting DC autonomy. I will also 
use my oversight powers to publicly support AG Schwalb's efforts, amplify the cases he's 
bringing, and pressure the Mayor and other agencies to fully cooperate with legal strategies to 
resist federal overreach. The Attorney General cannot fight these battles alone—he needs the full 
backing of the Council, adequate resources, and coordinated action across DC government.  

I will work to ensure that DC government actively protects residents rather than passively 
allowing federal persecution. This means: creating emergency funds to support residents facing 

https://dcgovict-my.sharepoint.com/personal/1e_anc_dc_gov/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2F1e%5Fanc%5Fdc%5Fgov%2FDocuments%2FANC%201E%20Shared%20Drive%2FMeetings%20and%20Supporting%20Materials%2F2025%20Meetings%2F28%2E%20June%202025%20Materials
https://dcgovict-my.sharepoint.com/personal/1e_anc_dc_gov/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2F1e%5Fanc%5Fdc%5Fgov%2FDocuments%2FANC%201E%20Shared%20Drive%2FMeetings%20and%20Supporting%20Materials%2F2025%20Meetings%2F28%2E%20June%202025%20Materials
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/dc-attorney-general-sues-end-federal-national-guard/story?id=125240857
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/dc-attorney-general-sues-end-federal-national-guard/story?id=125240857


deportation or federal prosecution; ensuring that DC's identification programs remain accessible 
to all residents regardless of immigration status; maintaining and expanding language access so 
that non-English speakers can access services and know their rights; and using every available 
tool in local government to create barriers to federal enforcement and sanctuaries for vulnerable 
residents. Because Ward 1 has the highest concentration of immigrant residents in the city and 
such a strong LGBTQ+ community, I will leverage my Council position to ensure that our 
non-profit organizations who protect and serve our residents are well-resourced and represented 
by their elected officials. We should have their back and demonstrate that with our legislative 
and budgetary power and authorities.  

 

2. Stop Enabling Federal Overreach. Will you refuse to cooperate with the Federal 
Government in its undemocratic use of power, including the authoritarian deployment of 
National Guard troops?  

The role of Councilmembers in resisting this federal overreach is not passive—it requires bold, 
strategic, and relentless action. And when we don’t fight back, it erodes trust in government, and 
suppresses the reporting of real crimes, which is critical to keeping our LGBTQ+ community and 
other vulnerable populations safe.  

To reiterate my record on these issues: As an ANC1E Commissioner I voted consistently in 
support of Statehood and in opposition to federal overreach. That included (1) opposition to 
Congressional interference with 16 bills to roll back DC laws and (2) support for the swift 
adoption of the DC budget without Congressional interference as well as (3) resolutions 
affirming Sanctuary City status. I also used my public platform to publicly express my opposition 
about the militarization of DC streets and used it as a key lever to increase public awareness 
about the importance of strengthening local democracy. 

 As Ward 1 Councilmember, I will approach this fight on multiple fronts: 

I will continue standing and speaking out against Trump and federal interference at every 
opportunity and publicly denouncing his actions. While silence can be viewed as strategic, I see 
it as complicity. DC residents deserve a Councilmember who will name what we're facing: 
fascism, white supremacy, and authoritarian federal overreach that treats DC residents as 
second-class citizens without full democratic rights. I will use my platform to make clear that 
these actions are attacks not just on local autonomy but on the fundamental principles of 
democracy and self-governance. As Councilmember, I do not support our community being 
terrorized and will use fierce resistance and my legislative powers and organizing skills to fight 
back! 

I will use the Council's oversight and investigative powers to document federal overreach and 
hold hearings that expose the human cost of these attacks. I will demand that DC agencies report 



on every instance of federal interference: How many times has ICE requested cooperation? How 
are federal deployments of the National Guard affecting public safety and community trust? What 
is the fiscal impact of blocked budget funds on critical services? What legal violations are 
occurring? These hearings will serve multiple purposes: creating a public record of federal 
abuses, amplifying the voices of residents directly harmed, building political pressure for 
resistance, and identifying specific areas where local action is needed. I will invite legal experts, 
immigrant rights advocates, constitutional scholars, and most importantly, DC residents 
experiencing this persecution to testify and share their stories. 

3. Invest In a Just Legal System. To support LGBTQ+ people involved in the legal system, 
do you support limiting pre-trial detention at a minimum to the evidence-based laws in place 

before 2023 and investing more resources into civil legal help?  
 
Yes. I oppose the expansion of pretrial detention and would support returning to the 2023 
framework, because pretrial incarceration overwhelmingly punishes poverty, not dangerousness. 
Research consistently shows that pretrial detention destabilizes families, causes job loss, 
increases recidivism, and does not improve public safety. As a social worker who has supported 
families navigating the criminal legal system, I've witnessed how pretrial detention destroys 
lives—people lose housing, custody of their children, employment, and hope, all before being 
convicted of any crime. And as a public policy leader, I worked with the Annie E Casey 
Foundation to support states and localities in their implementation of prevention approaches for 
moving dually jacketed youth touching both child welfare and juvenile justice systems towards 
prevention programs to minimize their interactions with both downstream systems. I went on to 
advocate for the inclusion of these policy solutions within the Second Chance Act and Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act. We should be expanding alternatives to detention, not locking 
more people up. As Councilmember, I will champion LGBTQIA+-focused public safety and 
reentry strategies. This includes supporting initiatives like an LGBTQIA+ Violence Prevention 
and Response Team that brings together the Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement, the 
Office of the Attorney General, the Office of Returning Citizen Affairs, and LGBTQIA+ 
community organizations. This coordinated approach would focus on preventing violence, 
supporting survivors, and working with individuals returning from the legal system to ensure they 
have access to community, resources, and pathways to stability.  
 
As a Ward 1 resident for over 20 years and ANC Commissioner for a decade, I've walked these 
streets not as a policymaker observing from afar, but as a neighbor, a community organizer, and 
someone deeply invested in the safety and well-being of every person who calls our ward home. I 
co-founded and led what is now Georgia Avenue Thrive—a community led initiative evolving 
from a public safety taskforce that brought together residents, small businesses, and local 
government to address safety concerns not through increased policing, but through community 
activation, economic development, and collaborative problem-solving. I've seen firsthand that 
real safety comes from investment in people and neighborhoods, not from expanding systems that 



have historically criminalized and traumatized Black and brown communities. And as a Black 
woman with lived experience, I’ve also witnessed firsthand how racism and implicit bias 
translate to criminalization and community complaints leading to overpolicing – and it doesn't 
feel good. Gentrifying communities like mine may have differences of opinion about what public 
safety means and which strategies to deploy to promote community safety. But as a social work 
professional, I will always use my social work values and data lens to drive my decision-making, 
particularly on these issues.  

4. Safe and Warm Homes. In light of disproportionate representation of LGBTQIA+ among 
people without stable housing, do you support strengthening and enforcing the existing laws 
and investing the District’s resources to end homelessness in DC? 

Yes. This isn't negotiable—it's a moral imperative and a commitment I make without 
reservation. When Mayor Bowser committed to making homelessness rare, brief, and 
non-recurring by 2020, I was there—working as Policy Analyst in the Executive Office of the 
Mayor under the Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services. I contributed directly to 
developing the Homeward DC Interagency Council on Homelessness' 2015-2020 strategic 
plan. I worked in partnership with the DC Housing Authority to explore policies and strategies 
that would create greater opportunities for heads of households experiencing housing 
instability to access quality services and supports. I've been in the rooms where these 
decisions are made, and I've seen both the promise of bold commitments and the devastating 
consequences when implementation fails. Unfortunately, we're now moving further away from 
that 2020 goal rather than closer. 

We know that 4 in 10 youth experiencing homelessness identify as LGBTQIA+, often due to 
family rejection, discrimination, and lack of affirming services. At the same time, LGBTQIA+ 
seniors face isolation, fixed incomes, and discrimination in housing and care settings. These 
realities make clear that a one-size-fits-all approach to housing will continue to leave 
LGBTQIA+ residents behind. 

Addressing this crisis requires targeted, affirming investments—from expanding low-barrier 
shelter options that are safe and accessible for LGBTQIA+ adults, to creating extended 
transitional housing opportunities that give LGBTQIA+ youth the stability and time needed to 
build independent futures. It also means increasing access to Housing Choice Vouchers so 
LGBTQIA+ residents can actually secure housing in a competitive market, and investing in 
LGBTQIA+-affirming senior housing so older adults can age with dignity, safety, and 
community. 

As Ward 1 Councilmember, I will fight aggressively during every budget cycle to ensure these 
programs are fully funded. I will make the moral case that no one should be unhoused in one of 
the wealthiest cities in the nation. I will make the economic case that investing in Permanent 
Supportive Housing and vouchers is more cost-effective than the revolving door of emergency 
services, hospitalizations, and emergency shelter that characterize our current inadequate 



response. And I will make the policy case that we already know what works—we just need the 
political will to fund it at scale. 

But funding alone is not enough. Here are the specific steps I will take as Councilmember to 
ensure agencies speedily and properly implement housing programs for unhoused residents: 

First, I will demand accountability and coordination between the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) and the DC Housing Authority (DCHA), who need to stop pointing fingers at each other 
and simplify the process for unhoused residents who are eligible for vouchers. Currently, the 
process is bifurcated, uncoordinated and extremely complex with multiple agencies, duplicative 
paperwork, lack of communication between systems, bureaucratic delays that can stretch for 
months or even years. As someone who has worked across multiple DC government agencies and 
understands interagency coordination, I know that this dysfunction is solvable with leadership 
and political will. I will use my oversight powers to convene DHS, DCHA, and other relevant 
agencies in regular accountability sessions where they must report on: processing times for 
voucher applications; number of people matched with vouchers but waiting for actual housing 
units; specific barriers preventing faster placement; and concrete action plans with timelines to 
eliminate bottlenecks. When agencies fail to meet benchmarks, I will use budget hearings to 
withhold funding or redirect resources until improvements are demonstrated. 

Second, I will advocate for dedicating emergency bridge funding and flexible housing resources 
that can be deployed immediately while people wait for permanent vouchers to be processed. The 
fact that people are dying while waiting for bureaucracy to catch up is unacceptable. We need 
emergency rental assistance, bridge subsidies, and partnerships with hotels or other temporary 
accommodations that can house people with dignity while their permanent housing is being 
secured. This requires both funding and creative problem-solving—during COVID, we proved we 
could quickly stand up non-congregate shelter options when we had the political will. We need 
that same urgency now. 

Third, I will champion significant investment in housing navigation and case management 
services. Even when vouchers are issued, many unhoused individuals struggle to find landlords 
willing to accept them, gather required documentation, and navigate the move-in process. We 
need robust housing navigation programs and can leverage modernized technology to support its 
administration. As we focus on career pathways, we can consider program models that employ 
people with lived experience of homelessness who can help voucher holders search for units, 
negotiate with landlords, complete applications, and successfully transition into housing. My 
work in clinical social work taught me that wraparound support makes the difference between 
programs that work on paper and programs that actually change lives. 

The bottom line is this: We have the resources to end homelessness in DC for our LGBTQIA+ 
community and for all of our residents. We have the evidence-based strategies. What we've 
lacked is the political will to fully fund these programs and the administrative will to implement 
them effectively. As Ward 1 Councilmember and with my social work background, I will bring 



both the political courage to fight for full funding and the technical expertise to ensure proper 
implementation. No one should die on our streets waiting for housing they've already qualified 
for. No one should be forced to sleep in congregate shelters that strip them of dignity when we 
have better alternatives. And no one should experience homelessness in the wealthiest city in one 
of the wealthiest nations on Earth. I'm ready to make ending homelessness the priority it should 
have been all along. 

 
5. Abundant and Nutritious Food. Do you support increasing the nutrition assistance 

program benefits to fill the gap created by the federal government?   
 

Yes. These cuts represent a coordinated assault on poor families, particularly Black and 
brown residents who disproportionately rely on these lifelines. Having worked in the 
Mayor's office on health and human services policy, I understand these programs aren't just 
budget lines—they're survival for families already struggling. I also served on First Lady 
Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move Child Care Steering Committee helping states and localities 
adopt early childhood obesity strategies in child care settings.  As National Association of 
Counties (NACo) Program Director for Health and Human Services, I spearheaded the 
Healthy Counties Innovation Council,which elevates national trends and county innovations 
in promoting and protecting the health and well-being of America’s residents; in addition, 
the Council advises NACo on the organization’s health programming. And while serving  at 
DC’s Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE), I worked collaboratively with 
the Department of Health to support implementation, monitor progress and release a report 
of the two agencies' efforts to collaborate DC’s SNAP-Ed Program administration in early 
learning programs. DC’s SNAP-Ed Program is a state-wide program that delivers nutrition 
and physical activity education to support SNAP-eligible individuals and families to make 
healthy food choices and choose active lifestyles on a budget. 

When federal programs fail, DC must step up. I'll establish emergency funds to replace lost 
SNAP benefits and supplement reduced TANF assistance. We cannot let children go hungry 
because of federal cruelty. And we also cannot allow our Mayor to stand back and let these 
programs go unfunded. I applaud the Council’s efforts to find funding streams for our SNAP 
program and to fight off last year’s Mayoral cuts to TANF, and we need that fight to continue into 
FY27 and beyond.  

We must also ensure programs like Produce Plus and Produce Rx are funded, and that the 
Council restores the budget of the Food Policy Council.  

Many eligible residents aren't enrolled in available benefits. I'll work to fund community 
navigators, multilingual outreach, and streamlined applications through modernized technology 
to ensure everyone accesses available support. 

https://letsmove.obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/child-care-providers/
https://www.naco.org/committee/healthy-counties-innovation-council
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I’ll expand funding for food banks, community health centers, and mutual aid networks that 
provide immediate relief while we fight for systemic solutions. For our LGBTQIA+ community 
that means additional supports to organizations like the DC Center and Wanda Alston.  

Finally, I’ll support the Attorney General in challenging illegal federal cuts that violate statutory 
requirements for Medicaid and SNAP. 

 

6. Power to the People. Do you commit to providing economic relief to DC’s LGBTQ+ 
residents and businesses by investing in energy and water infrastructure that prioritizes 
the people of DC over corporate profits?  

Yes. I have signed the We Power pledge to support a publicly owned electric utility here in the 
District, and support the multiple pieces of legislation moving through Council right now that 
would protect consumers in a number of ways: auto-enrollment in payment plans, preventing 
utility cutoffs more broadly and generally re-envisioning the ways in which consumers can be 
more fairly charged for energy consumption. As Councilmember I will also fight to expand the 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), which runs out of funds each fiscal 
year, leaving residents with nowhere to turn when they cannot pay their utility bills. While 
working at the American Public Human Services Association I was a federal advocate for the 
LIHEAP program, and I will continue to fight to protect this program federally and locally 
and champion the appropriate funding levels to support our residents during this surge of 
energy costs.  

I will also protect the Sustainable Energy Utility Fund from being raided each fiscal year, so 
that it can serve its function of covering the cost for consumers to replace gas appliances with 
healthier and more efficient electric ones. It's outrageous that Mayor Bowser and the Council 
have repeatedly stolen funds specifically designated to help low-income families transition to 
healthier, more efficient homes. Low-income families suffer from asthma and respiratory 
illness at higher rates due to gas appliances and poor indoor air quality. They face the highest 
energy burdens—spending disproportionate income on utilities. The Healthy Homes Act 
directly addresses these inequities by helping families switch to electric appliances that 
improve health outcomes and reduce energy costs. This is environmental racism in 
action—raiding funds meant to address environmental hazards that disproportionately harm 
Black and brown communities. I’ll also work with our LGBTQIA+ serving organizations to 
ensure they have the information they need to direct residents to these programs and support 
them as they apply. Keeping residents safely housed with access to affordable utilities is a key 
piece of making DC affordable for all.  

7. Health Care is Human Right. Will you use every tool within your power to ensure 
transgender youth and adults have access to healthcare in DC?  



Yes. The loss of trans-affirming care in our region, including at Children’s National 
Hospital, has been devastating. At a time when access is under attack nationwide, DC must 
remain a national leader. As a social worker who has worked directly with LGBTQIA+ 
families, I understand how important it is that transgender youth and adults have care they 
can trust and count on, otherwise they will simply defer routine care until their needs 
become acute. It's not only unjust, it's also unwise and costly to limit access to care for our 
transgender residents.  

As Councilmember, I will advance legal protections for providers, support safe harbor 
protections through the Office of the Attorney General for parents, guardians, and 
educators, and increase funding for community organizations that provide critical social 
and mental health supports for transgender youth and families. 

8. Health Care is a Smart Investment. Do you commit to opposing cuts to the Health Care 
Alliance and Medicaid health insurance programs to balance DC’s budget?  

Yes. Without question, I support the full restoration of the DC Healthcare Alliance and Medicaid 
and will oppose any further cuts. This is non-negotiable. Dismantling our healthcare programs is 
not just bad policy—it's a moral failure that will have devastating public health and economic 
consequences for our entire city. 

People need healthcare, and without insurance they will simply defer routine care until their 
needs become acute. As a social worker who has spent decades working in health and human 
services systems, I've seen this pattern countless times: people avoid seeking care for 
manageable conditions because they can't afford it, then end up in emergency rooms with far 
more serious, expensive, and traumatic health crises. From both a moral standpoint and a fiscal 
standpoint, preventive and primary care are far more effective and cost-efficient than emergency 
interventions for conditions that should never have progressed so far. As Councilmember, I will 
seek to extend and expand public benefits access to DC residents regardless of their immigration 
status. As Government Partnerships Director at AidKit, I promoted and supported the scaling of 
Colorado’s Benefits Recovery Fund as a best practice model for the nation and will explore and 
seek to launch a similar program here in DC and helped AidKit scale Michigan’s RxKids As a 
federal advocate for Medicaid at the American Public Human Services Association, I lobbied for 
the Medicaid Expansion and public health option for youth aging out of foster care as well as the 
national home visiting Nurse Family Partnerships funding - and we got it!!! As NACo Program 
Director for Health and Human Services, I spearheaded the Healthy Counties Innovation 
Council,which elevates national trends and county innovations in promoting and protecting the 
health and well-being of America’s residents. I also led a maternal health initiative in 
partnership with the March of Dimes. My experience demonstrates that I will not only oppose 
cuts to the Health Care Alliance and Medicaid health insurance programs, I will be a champion 

https://www.aidkit.com/benefit-recovery-fund
https://rxkids.org/
https://www.naco.org/resource/county-maternal-health-landscape-inequities-barriers-and-recommendations


to restore and fight to increase funding levels and ensure the LGBTQ+ eligible residents receive 
access and care. 

9. Access to Public Benefits. Do you commit to creating the most accessible system for 
program beneficiaries possible to minimize LGBTQ+ people not being able to access 
benefits due to bureaucracy?   

Yes! Currently our public benefits systems are uncoordinated and extremely complex with 
multiple agencies, duplicative paperwork, lack of communication between systems, 
bureaucratic delays that can stretch for months or even years. As a social worker who has 
worked across multiple DC government agencies administering TANF, SNAP, child care, 
LIHEP, housing and other public benefits systems, I understand firsthand the importance of 
strengthening  interagency coordination to improve our residents’ access to critical services 
and assistance. While serving as the first Health and Human Services Program Director at 
the National Association of Counties (NACo), I created an entire national initiative called 
Transforming Counties Human Services Network, convening county elected and appointed 
human service agency leaders through a peer learning cohort model, to help counties 
advance modernized systems of health and human services through workforce, technology 
and systems change solutions. County leaders have been given tools to adapt to their 
evolving role in county benefits administration and build integrated human services systems 
to best serve community members. In 2026, NACo will launch a peer learning SNAP-focused 
cohort to help counties troubleshoot emerging challenges, identify AI-driven best practices 
and share innovations. I also created additional initiatives that promote cross-systems 
collaboration among programs to improve public benefits access (e.g., Counties for Career 
Success, Counties for Kids, and Healthy Counties Innovation Council) and published reports 
and articles on the topic (e.g.,  Counties transform, modernize human services delivery 
systems, Counties Support Post-Secondary Education and Workforce Opportunities for 
Residents,Modernizing Public Benefits Delivery).  While working for the DC Office of the 
Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services, I advocated for additional funding in the 
FY16 budget for the District of Columbia Access System, enabling District residents to apply 
for medical, cash, food, energy assistance, homeless services, and other local health and 
human services benefit programs via a modernized, seamless web-based enterprise platform. 
And while serving as AidKit’s Director of Government Partnerships, I landed two 
multi-million contacts where one state and local government are using a modernized 
technology platform to increase residents’ access to public benefit.  

I also know that this dysfunction is solvable with leadership,political will, a strong workforce 
and modernized technology. I will use my oversight powers to convene relevant agencies in 
regular accountability sessions where they must report on: processing times for applications; 
specific barriers preventing faster access; and concrete action plans with timelines to 
eliminate bottlenecks. When agencies fail to meet benchmarks, I will use budget hearings to 
withhold funding or redirect resources until improvements are demonstrated. 

https://www.naco.org/program/counties-career-success
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I will also strengthen MOLGBTQA as a proactive, cross-agency advocate, created to bring 
the government closer to the LGBTQIA+ community. I will ensure it has the resources and 
authority to identify and remove access barriers. I will also hold myself and future 
administrations accountable for real-world access and outcomes, not just policy 
commitments.  

10. Fight Crime At The Source. Do you support decriminalizing sex work and making 
better investments in violence prevention activities?  

Yes. I support decriminalizing sex work and investing in violence prevention and health 
engagement strategies. Until then, working with organizations like HIPS, Damien 
Ministries, Sasha Bruce, and Sex Workers Advocates Coalition to foster and support a 
public health approach, focused on harm reduction, economic opportunity, and 
community-based safety will lead to better outcomes than punitive enforcement. 

Real safety comes from investing in people and neighborhoods, not expanding systems that have 
historically criminalized Black and brown communities. As someone who co-founded Georgia 
Avenue Thrive—transforming a corridor struggling with crime through community activation, 
not increased policing—I've proven that prevention works better than punishment. 

My Evidence-Based Safety Priorities: 

Fund What Actually Works: I'll work to dramatically expand funding for violence interruption 
programs that treat violence as a public health crisis. These programs reduce gun violence by 
30-60% when properly implemented at scale. I'll ensure they're funded according to 
evidence-based program design, not political whims. 

Address Root Causes: We need massive investments in housing, education, and basic needs. I'll 
fight to restore ERAP to $20+ million, fully fund Birth-to-Three child care, expand year-round 
youth employment, and ensure mental health crisis response teams respond to psychiatric 
emergencies instead of armed police. 

Implement Police Reform Commission Recommendations: I support expanding public access to 
police discipline records, opposing pretrial detention expansion, and voting NO on creating new 
crimes with harsher sentences. I'll repass the Revised Criminal Code Act when Democrats retake 
Congress—its overturn was about political theater, not public safety. 

Target Persistent Violence: While crime is down citywide, we must focus resources on specific 
blocks experiencing continued violence. This means violence interrupters, trauma-informed 
healing programs, economic opportunity, and community infrastructure—not more arrests. 

Non-Legislative Solutions: Expand 24/7 mental health crisis teams, create robust economic 
opportunities for opportunity youth, and fund community healing initiatives that address 



collective trauma. As ANC1E Commissioner, I drafted and spearheaded passage of the 
Resolution Urging Restored Funding Levels for Violence-Interruption Programs & To Maintain 
Other Public Safety Investments in Ward One to help support fully funding these critical 
programs. 

End Solitary Confinement: I support ending solitary confinement because it is inhumane, causes 
lasting psychological harm, and fails to make our communities safer. Isolation exacerbates 
trauma, particularly for youth and people with mental health needs, and undermines any goal of 
rehabilitation. We must invest in humane, evidence-based approaches that prioritize dignity, 
accountability, and healing over punishment. 

Safety emerges from stability, opportunity, and healing - and I’ll commit to prioritizing 
investments that lead to these outcomes.  

 

Please return your questionnaire responses in PDF format by 11:59pm ET on Friday, April 24 
to equal@glaa.org. 
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