Back to Basics

2026 GLAA Questionnaire — Elissa Silverman

The following questions are based on_Back to Basics: GLAA Policy Brief 2026. If you have
questions about the issues raised in the questionnaire, please seek the brief for guidance and

clarification.

Please give more than a simple "yes" or "no" response to our questions — though you should
begin with a "yes" or "no." The depth and completeness of your answers play a major role in
determining your final rating.

Your record is part of your rating. Please list any actions that you have taken that may help
illustrate your record on behalf of LGBTQ people—particularly actions that relate to the topics in
recent GLAA policy briefs. Feel free to link relevant documents such as letters to the editor,
legislative testimony, campaign literature, etc. Assume that GLAA is unfamiliar with your record.

1. Fight for Home Rule. To protect DC’s LGBTQ+ communities, will you oppose every
single effort to infringe on DC’s autonomy?

Yes. We need to be smart and strategic in our defense of Home Rule, and we need to protect
all of our residents, particularly those who have been targeted by President Trump. D.C.
government needs to be much more collaborative and pro-active in anticipating and
responding to Trump and the Republican-led Congress. That means ending MPD
collaboration with ICE and following our own sanctuary city law. We can’t advocate for
Home Rule if we don’t follow our own local law.

I was a strong voice for Home Rule and against Trump during his first term in office when I
was on the Council. When I left Council, I spent time campaigning in Pennsylvania against
Trump’s election. I brought more than a hundred DC residents to knock on doors. It was one
of the few areas in PA that turned more blue.

2. Stop Enabling Federal Overreach. Will you refuse to cooperate with the Federal
Government in its undemocratic use of power, including the authoritarian deployment of
National Guard troops?

Yes. Again, the Council needs to be collaborative and proactive with Attorney General Brian
Schwalb, the Mayor, our Delegate to Congress in defending our city. Unfortunately Trump does
have power over our National Guard by law, but we need to limit it to what the law says and not
extend that power in any way. We should also work to change that so the Mayor has the same
power every governor has in directing its National Guard.



Since I have been back on Council I have already signed on to letters sent from our members to
Governors of states that have deployed their National Guard in DC asking them to bring their
members home. I also joined future DC Delegate Robert White at the launch of Defend DC
which will help mobilize DC voters in swing districts across the country to increase the number
of Statehood supporters we have on the Hill.

3. Invest In a Just Legal System. To support LGBTQ+ people involved in the legal system, do
you support limiting pre-trial detention at a minimum to the evidence-based laws in place
before 2023 and investing more resources into civil legal help?

I 'am a supporter of civil legal help to give residents the resources they need whether it be
landlord tenant court or dealing with medical debt. I increased appropriations for mediation to
avoid eviction and am a big supporter of Tzedek DC, which helps residents with debt. On
pre-trial detention, I am a fan of following what are the evidence-based best practices.

While I was on Council I also fought to increase the funding for the Office of Human Rights
and worked to provide quality oversight to DYRS and the DC Jail. Recent DC Auditor reports
highlight the need for this continued work. .

4. Safe and Warm Homes. In light of disproportionate representation of LGBTQ+ among
people without stable housing, do you support strengthening and enforcing the existing laws
and investing the District’s resources to end homelessness in DC?

Yes. In my prior two terms on the D.C. Council, I was a reliable vote for increasing programs to
build and fund housing. Notably, I helped to establish a Public Housing repair fund for some of
our most critical units.

I will say I am concerned that we are not efficient in both the administration of housing
vouchers and we have too many vacant units that could be occupied. We need to do everything
we can to put people in safe housing. This includes listening to the DC Auditor’s
recommendations on the Inclusionary Zoning program and ensuring we are spending our local
and federal funds efficiently and effectively.

Since returning to Council I have also met with the DC Housing Authority board and requested
they complete a financial audit to understand where our funds are going and where we can
improve this spending. We contribute a large amount of money to DCHA and must demand that
the results fit our needs. This is especially important for our public lands.

Finally, we have to advocate for quality living conditions in our public housing. With Empower
DC, I toured a public housing facility in the spring and was shocked at the condition of some of
the buildings. Because of this experience and due to tenant testimony I spoke out last month on



behalf of the Delta Pearl residents in Ward 5 that are currently experiencing unsafe conditions.
We must ensure our development partners are committed to building long term safe and
prosperous communities.

5. Abundant and Nutritious Food. Do you support increasing the nutrition assistance
program benefits to fill the gap created by the federal government?

Yes, especially for our youngsters. It’s impossible to sit in class and learn if you are hungry.
We know there’s a good return on investment from SNAP and other programs.

Additionally, we need to work with our major food retailers—Giant, Walmart, Safeway,
Harris Teeter, Lidl—to bring more of them to Wards 5, 7 & 8. And for those already in those
wards, we need to work with them to make sure shopping at a Safeway in Ward 7 or the
Giant in Ward 8 is the same as shopping at one in Ward 6 or Ward 2 or 3.

There has been a historic underinvestment in these communities because of the racial
composition of these wards. That’s got to stop. We need to be vigorous advocates for
equity, and we need to enforce agreements when we make them. We agreed to a
development deal with Walmart to build a grocery store in Ward 7, yet in 2016, they broke
this agreement despite the $90 million dollars we had already invested. Accountability with
our private sector partners must be improved.

Additionally, we cannot only rely solely on large grocery chains to bring quality food to
our communities. Community-based solutions are possible. Dreaming out Loud and
Freshfarm are two of the local organizations working to bridge the gap.

6. Power to the People. Do you commit to providing economic relief to DC’s LGBTQ+
residents and businesses by investing in energy and water infrastructure that prioritizes
the people of DC over corporate profits?

Yes. When I join the Council I will advocate for more oversight over DC Water and the Public
Service Commission, which regulates our utilities. In my prior time, I was concerned we’d get
calls from residents who had five-figure utility bills. It shouldn’t get to that—-we need to work
with these families to get them on payment plans and do an energy audit to figure out ways to
lower their bills. But most of all, we need to hold the utilities accountable.

I am endorsed by the Sierra Club and am a “yes” vote on the Bottle Bill. I also will provide
rigorous oversight on the Council to ensure we are meeting our environmental standards on
key development like at RFK.

Finally, I have hired a Constituent Services Director with a specific focus on small business to
help them navigate our complicated bureaucracy.



7. Health Care is Human Right. Will you use every tool within your power to ensure
transgender youth and adults have access to healthcare in DC?

Yes. [ am one of the Americans impacted by the loss of subsidies to the Affordable Care
Act so I have taken a tremendous interest in healthcare and health insurance. Everyone
should have access to quality health care that meets their needs. That includes gender
affirming care.

We also need to have more doctors practicing medicine on the east side of our city,
particularly east of the Anacostia River, and we need to incentivize that as a
government. We also need to make sure that Cedar Hill Hospital in Ward 8 has the
confidence of our residents. I am concerned it does not.

It might cost money, but it is worth the cost. Not only for our transgender youth and
adults but all our residents.

8. Health Care is a Smart Investment. Do you commit to opposing cuts to the Health
Care Alliance and Medicaid health insurance programs to balance DC’s budget?

I will prioritize access to health insurance. It is not physically or psychologically healthy for our
city—and not economically healthy either—to have people wait until dire situations to go to the
doctor. I would reverse the Alliance cuts and figure out the best way to make sure lower-income
families and those without employer-based healthcare get insurance. And then we need to make
sure they go to the doctor.

In the past weeks I have testified about this experience in order to convince our
Insurance Commissioner to not raise rates this year.

Candidly, I know what it is like to lose health insurance coverage and to be met with
outlandishly expensive options on our health exchange. It is not acceptable. In 2025 1
purchased the cheapest “Bronze” plan on our exchange for $736/mo. It rose to $867/mo.
in 2026, and is proposed to be $951/mo. in 2027. That’s a 29 percent increase over two
years!

We also need to hold our hospital partners accountable for cuts they may make in
service. Last month, I joined National Nurses United and the front line workers from
Washington Hospital Center for a town hall about the harm caused by Medstar's
decision to close a postpartum wing.

9. Access to Public Benefits. Do you commit to creating the most accessible system for program
beneficiaries possible to minimize LGBTQ+ people not being able to access benefits due to



bureaucracy?

Yes. We use too much bureaucratise to explain to people how to use government programs
instead of explaining it in plain language. We need to remove barriers to access so people get the
support they need to live successful lives.

During my first stint in office I was known for my dogged oversight of District agencies to
ensure their programs were working effectively and efficiently. I will continue this work. I can
also guarantee that my constituent service team will remain accessible and accountable to
District residents.

10. Fight Crime At The Source. Do you support decriminalizing sex work and making
better investments in violence prevention activities?

Again, | believe in evidence based approaches to violence reduction. Let’s follow what the
experts say.

For example, I have advocated for using Baltimore as a model for our violence
interruption program. Violence interruption only works when these best practices are
followed. This involves strong leadership and identifying and rehabilitating the bad actors
in the community. This took many tries in Baltimore but eventually they were able to
reach historic lows in homicide rates. We should follow their lead.

At the same time I do believe that we need to fully staff MPD. The DC Auditor report on
MPD staffing recommended staffing up to the current capacity and suggested hiring
civilians for some of the jobs that uniformed officers were not required for.

We must also continue investing in the neighborhoods of our city that have been habitually
overpoliced. Broken windows policing will not break the cycles of poverty.

Please return your questionnaire responses in PDF format by 11:59pm ET on Friday,
April 24 to equal@wglaa.org.



